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1
TEMPERATURE CALIBRATION METHODS
AND APPARATUS FOR OPTICAL
ABSORPTION GAS SENSORS, AND OPTICAL
ABSORPTION GAS SENSORS THEREBY
CALIBRATED

This application is the U.S. national phase of International
Application No. PCT/GB2011/052110, filed 28 Oct. 2011,
which designated the U.S. and claims priority to GB Appli-
cation No. 1018418.2 filed 1 Nov. 2010, the entire contents of
each of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION
Background to the Invention

The invention relates to the field of optical absorption gas
sensors which employ an LED (for example, an infra-red
LED) as a source of light and a photodiode as a detector of
light.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

Optical absorption gas sensors include both a source of
light and a light detector. Light from the source is directed
through a gas sample and detected by the light detector. The
concentration of an analyte gas in the gas sample can be
determined from the absorption of light by the analyte gas.
Typically, either the source will emit light predominantly
within a wavelength range corresponding to absorption lines
of the intended analyte, or the detector will be sensitive to
light predominantly within a wavelength range correspond-
ing to absorption lines of the intended analyte, either due to
the inherent properties of the light sensitive transducer which
is employed or due to the presence of a wavelength filter
which selects only light within a wavelength range including
absorption wavelengths of the target analyte. Within this
specification and the appended claims, light refers to electro-
magnetic radiation irrespective of wavelength and includes,
for example, electromagnetic radiation in the infra-red region
of'the spectrum as this is a region within which many analyte
gases have strong absorption lines.

The invention relates in particular to optical absorption gas
sensors in which the source of light is an LED (for example,
an infra-red LED) and the light sensitive transducer is a pho-
todiode.

Light emitting diodes (LEDs) and photodiodes are inex-
pensive and relatively energy efficient devices and so they are
commonly employed as sources and detectors of light in
optical absorption gas sensors, particularly devices which are
intended to be small and low cost. For many applications, an
LED with a peak emission wavelength in the infra-red region
of'the spectrum, and a photodiode which is sensitive to infra-
red radiation are suitable.

LEDs and photodiodes are sensitive to a number of envi-
ronmental factors, including temperature. Therefore in order
to provide accurate measurements of analyte gas concentra-
tion, it is necessary to regulate the temperature of the LED and
photodiode, or compensate for the temperature of the LED
and photodiode, or to adopt another strategy. For example, in
WO 2007/091043 (Gas Sensing Solutions [.td.) the LED and
photodiode are mounted substantially in thermal equilibrium.
This latter strategy is advantageous in that a single tempera-
ture measurement may be made, for example, a measurement
of the temperature of the LED, and the temperature of the
other component can be inferred to be the same. This reduces
the degrees of freedom of the system, simplifying tempera-
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ture compensation in use. However, it provides constraints on
the design of optical gas sensors, as the LED and photodiode
must be mounted close to each other in order to be in thermal
equilibrium.

In theory, it may be possible to independently calibrate the
variation in optical properties of the LED with temperature,
and the variation in optical properties of the photodiode with
temperature, by entirely isolating the devices or indepen-
dently controlling their temperatures. However, in practical,
cost-effective manufacturing procedures, it is preferable to be
able to carry out calibration using only measurements of
photodiode output current from an assembled sensor, respon-
sive to light from the LED within the assembled sensor, with
the LED and photodiode at substantially the same tempera-
ture, without employing a procedure to independently change
the temperature of the LED and a photodiode. Thus, in prac-
tice, it has been considered difficult to independently measure
the change in optical properties of the LED and photodiode
with temperature. If it was found that the photodiode output
current dropped 10% due to a given change in temperature,
this would imply that it would not be possible to determine to
what extent that variation arose from changes in the optical
properties of the LED, or optical properties of the photodiode,
and so there would be no benefit to independently measuring
the temperature of the LED and photodiode in use, as the
effects of temperature on each component could not be sepa-
rated.

The invention concerns the problem of manufacturing and
calibrating optical absorption gas sensors having an LED and
photodiode, to provide an output signal during operation of
the resulting gas sensor which is accurate despite significant
possible temperature differences between the LED and pho-
todiode. Addressing this problem allows greater design free-
dom allowing more accurate, more energy efficient or
cheaper sensors to be manufactured, and a further aspect of
the invention concerns an improved configuration for an opti-
cal gas sensor waveguide.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a first aspect of the present invention there is
provided a method of calibrating an optical absorption gas
sensor for detecting an analyte gas, the sensor comprising a
gas sample receiving chamber, a light emitting diode (LED)
and a photodiode having an output signal (typically a current)
sensitive to the amount of light received by the photodiode,
the method comprising measuring the photodiode output sig-
nal at a first concentration and a different second concentra-
tion of the analyte gas within the gas sample receiving cham-
ber, determining photodiode calibration data and determining
LED calibration data.

Typically, the method further comprises making measure-
ments of the output signal at a range of temperatures, at the
first concentration of analyte gas within the gas sample
receiving chamber. It may be that the photodiode calibration
datais derived from the said measurement of the output signal
at a range of temperatures.

Typically, the LED calibration data is derived from at least
one measurement of the output signal at the first concentra-
tion and at least one measurement of the output signal at the
second concentration of analyte gas in the gas sample receiv-
ing chamber.

The method may comprise making measurements of the
output signal at a range of temperatures, at the second con-
centration of analyte gas within the gas sample receiving
chamber. The LED calibration data may be derived from
those measurements. It may be that the photodiode calibra-
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tion data is substantially or entirely independent of the varia-
tion in the output signal at a range of temperatures measured
at the second concentration of analyte gas within the gas
sample receiving chamber. It may be that the photodiode
calibration data is determined without taking into account
measurements at the second concentration of analyte gas
within the gas sample receiving chamber.

The invention also extends to a method of operating an
optical absorption gas sensor calibrated by the method of the
first aspect, comprising measuring the photodiode output sig-
nal, a parameter related to the temperature of the LED and a
parameter related to the temperature of the photodiode, and
determining a compensated signal representative of the con-
centration of the analyte gas in the gas sample receiving
chamber taking into account each of the measured photo-
diode output signal, the measured parameter related to the
temperature of the LED, the measured parameter related to
the temperature of the photodiode, the LED calibration data
and the photodiode calibration data.

The invention also extends to a method of measuring the
concentration of an analyte gas comprising forming an opti-
cal absorption gas sensor, the sensor comprising a gas sample
receiving chamber, a light emitting diode (LED) and a pho-
todiode operable to output a photodiode output signal (typi-
cally a current) responsive to light incident on the photodiode
from the LED after passing through the gas sample receiving
chamber, an LED temperature measurement device to mea-
sure a parameter related to the temperature of the LED, a
photodiode temperature measurement device to measure a
parameter related to the temperature of the photodiode, and
memory, the method comprising calibrating the sensor by a
method according to the first aspect of the invention, storing
the LED calibration data and the photodiode calibration data,
or data derived therefrom, in the memory, and subsequently
measuring the photodiode output signal, the parameter
related to the temperature of the LED and the parameter
related to the temperature of the photodiode, and calculating
the concentration of the analyte gas taking into account the
said data stored in the memory, the photodiode output signal,
the measured parameter related to the temperature of the LED
and the measured parameter related to the temperature of the
photodiode. The photodiode output signal is typically a
parameter related to the photodiode current, for example, a
measurement of the photodiode current expressed in appro-
priate units.

By photodiode calibration data we refer to data usable to
compensate a measurement of photodiode signal for photo-
diode temperature. By LED calibration data we refer to data
usable to compensate a measurement of photodiode signal for
LED temperature. The photodiode calibration data and LED
calibration data may be integrated, for example, in the form of
a lookup table of data relating photodiode signal to analyte
gas concentration for each of a plurality of photodiode tem-
peratures for each of a plurality of LED temperatures. The
photodiode calibration data and LED calibration data may be
independent. The parameter related to the temperature of the
LED and/or the parameter related to the temperature of the
photodiode may be the temperature of the LED and/or the
temperature of the photodiode respectively, in any appropri-
ate scale or units. However, it may not be necessary for the
actual temperature to be calculated and the temperature of the
LED and/or the temperature of the photodiode may be a
signal output from a measurement device which is itself a
function of the temperature of the LED or photodiode respec-
tively, for example, a measurement of the forward voltage
across the LED or photodiode respectively.
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The sensitivity of a photodiode varies with temperature
(amongst other factors) and the photodiode output current
decreases as temperature increases. Typically, the photodiode
is a broadband photodiode which is substantially insensitive
to the wavelength of incident light over a range of wave-
lengths of at least 10% and preferably at least 25% of the
strongest absorption line of the analyte gas which the optical
sensor is adapted to measure. Thus, if the light from the LED
is constant, the photodiode output current would depend on
the temperature of the photodiode but the variation in the
photodiode output current with the concentration of analyte
gas as a proportion of the photodiode output current with no
analyte gas should be substantially independent of tempera-
ture.

However, we have found that, although the light output of
an LED also varies with temperature, within the context of an
optical absorption gas sensor for measuring the concentration
of an analyte gas, the predominant effect with temperature
results from the change in wavelength of the light output by
the LED rather than a change in the total amount of light
emitted. Thus, although there will be some variation in the
magnitude of the photodiode signal at zero analyte gas con-
centration with the temperature of the LED, this will not be
the only effect. As the analyte gas will have absorption lines
at defined wavelengths, a change in the spectral profile of the
LED will change the proportion of the light from the LED
which will be absorbed by a given concentration of analyte
gas and therefore affect the sensitivity of the photodiode
signal to analyte. A similar effect would also arise if the
photodiode output current is sensitive to the wavelength of
incident light around the wavelength of the strongest absorp-
tion line of the analyte gas which the sensor is configured to
measure.

Thus, the variation in the photodiode output current with
the concentration of analyte gas as a proportion of the photo-
diode output current with no analyte gas is not independent of
the temperature of the LED.

As aresult, the effect of temperature on the photodiode and
the effect of temperature on the measured photodiode signal
resulting from changes in the optical properties of the LED
can be independently distinguished by carrying out measure-
ments at first and second different concentrations of analyte
gas.

The first concentration of analyte gas is typically negligible
(e.g. zero).

For example, to a first level of approximation, the LED
output can be assumed to be substantially independent of
temperature enabling the photodiode calibration data to be
determined at negligible (e.g. zero) analyte gas concentration.
The LED calibration data can then be determined by mea-
surements at the second (non-zero and non-negligible) con-
centration of analyte gas. Typically, measurements at the
second (non-zero and non-negligible) concentration of ana-
Iyte gas are carried out at a range of temperatures. The
decrease in photodiode output current due to absorption by
the analyte gas at the second (non-zero and non-negligible)
concentration can be deduced, as this is substantially inde-
pendent of temperature, and so the effect of the changes in
optical properties of the LED with the temperature of the LED
can be deduced. This can be carried out without, for example,
requiring to selectively change the relative temperature of the
LED and the photodiode during calibration or calibrating the
LED and the photodiode entirely independently of the other,
which is impractical for cost effective manufacturing.

Further accuracy can be obtained by still further measure-
ments. Typically, the method comprises making measure-
ments of the output signal at a plurality of concentrations of
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analyte gas within the gas sample receiving chamber, and at a
plurality of temperatures (e.g. temperatures of the sensor as a
whole or specifically the photodiode or specifically the LED).
In some embodiments, the plurality of concentrations of ana-
lyte gas are at least three, or at least four, different concentra-
tions of analyte gas. In some embodiments, the plurality of
temperatures are at least three, or at least ten, different tem-
peratures (which may, for example, be different temperatures
of the LED, different temperatures of the photodiode and/or
different ambient temperatures). For example, measurements
of the output current may be made at a range of gas concen-
trations whilst the temperature is maintained at a first tem-
perature and then further measurements of the output current
may be made at a range of gas concentrations (typically the
same range of gas concentrations) whilst the temperature is
maintained at a second temperature. This may then be
repeated at a third temperature and so forth. Measurements of
the output current may also be made at a range of tempera-
tures whilst the gas concentration is maintained at a first
concentration (which may be zero) and further measurements
of'the output current may be made at a range of temperatures
(typically the same range of temperatures) whilst the gas
concentration is maintained at a second concentration. At
each analyte gas concentration, the temperature may be swept
across a temperature range. Typically a parameter related to
the temperature of the LED and a parameter related to the
temperate of the photodiode are measured at each of the
concentrations of analyte gas and at each of the temperatures.
A parameter related to ambient temperature may also be
measured at each of the concentrations of analyte gas and at
each of the temperatures.

Preferably, the sensor is configured so that the temperature
of'the LED and the temperature of the photodiode will remain
within 5 degrees centigrade (and preferably within 2 degrees
centigrade) during operation.

Preferably, the measured parameter related to the tempera-
ture of the LED is a parameter related to the temperature of
the diode junction. The parameter related to the temperature
of'the LED may be, or may be derived from, a measurement
of'the forward voltage, V-, of the LED, which is dependent of
the temperature of the diode junction. Suitable circuits for
determining temperature by measuring the forward voltage
are disclosed in WO 2009/019467 (Gas Sensing Solutions
Limited), the content of which is imported herein by virtue of
this reference. Parameters related to temperature can be deter-
mined in other ways, using temperature sensitive compo-
nents, for example the current through a thermistor in close
proximity to the LED or photodiode respectively, might be
employed.

During calibration, the LED calibration data and the pho-
todiode calibration data may be stored in memory within the
optical absorption gas sensor, for example, a PROM, EPROM
or EEPROM. The LED calibration data and the photodiode
calibration data are typically read from the memory (e.g. by a
processor) during operation of the gas sensor. The LED cali-
bration data and the photodiode calibration data may be
stored as a lookup table including data from which the rela-
tionship between analyte gas concentration and photodiode
output current can be deduced for each of a plurality of values
of a parameter related to LED temperature and a plurality of
values of a parameter related to photodiode temperature.
Thus, the LED calibration data may take the form of a lookup
table. The photodiode calibration data may take the form ofa
lookup table. The LED calibration data and the photodiode
calibration data may take the form ofa lookup table having at
least two dimensions, one corresponding to a parameter
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related to LED temperature and one corresponding to a
parameter related to photodiode temperature.

However, the photodiode calibration data may comprise
one or more parameters (of an algorithm relating a property of
the photodiode output signal to a parameter related to photo-
diode temperature). The LED calibration data may comprise
one or more parameters (of an algorithm relating a property of
the LED, or an effect of a property of the LED on the response
of the photodiode output signal to analyte gas concentration,
with a parameter related to temperature). The step of deter-
mining the compensated signal may comprise calculating at
least one algorithm taking into account at least one said
parameter, for example, at least one said parameter concern-
ing photodiode calibration and/or at least one said parameter
concerning LED calibration. The or each said parameter may
comprise a scaling factor. For example, the photodiode cali-
bration data may comprise a scaling factor by which the
photodiode signal should be multiplied for a given parameter
related to photodiode temperature. One or more said param-
eters may be coefficients of a polynomial (for example a 5%
order polynomial) or other numerical function (of the param-
eter related to temperature). For example, the LED calibration
data may comprise one or more parameters of a polynomial
relating an effect of the wavelength of LED light output on the
sensitivity of the output signal to the parameter related to
LED temperature).

The LED calibration data and the photodiode calibration
data may take the form of a lookup table having at least two
dimensions, one corresponding to the parameter related to
LED temperature. The other dimension may correspond to
the parameter related to photodiode temperature.

The compensated signal is preferably compensated for the
temperature of the LED and the temperature of the photo-
diode. The compensated signal may be a signal proportional
to the measured analyte gas concentration, or to the logarithm
of'the measure analyte gas concentration, or the compensated
signal and may, for example, be proportional to the photo-
diode output signal (e.g. photodiode current), increased or
decreased as appropriate to compensate for effects sensitive
to the temperature of the LED and the temperature of the
photodiode.

According to a second aspect of the present invention there
is provided an optical absorption gas sensor comprising a gas
sample receiving chamber, a light emitting diode (LED) and
a photodiode operable to output a photodiode output signal
(typically a current) responsive to light incident on the pho-
todiode from the LED after passing through the gas sample
receiving chamber, an LED temperature measurement device
to measure a parameter related to the temperature of the LED,
a photodiode temperature measurement device to measure a
parameter related to the temperature of the photodiode, and a
compensation module operable to output a compensated sig-
nal indicative of the concentration of an analyte gas within the
gas sample receiving chamber taking into account the photo-
diode output signal, the measured parameter related to the
temperature of the LED and the measured parameter related
to the temperature of the photodiode. For example, the com-
pensation module may comprise an electronic circuit config-
ured to output a compensated signal indicative of the concen-
tration of an analyte gas within the gas sample receiving
chamber taking into account the photodiode output signal, the
measured parameter related to the temperature of the LED
and the measured parameter related to the temperature of the
photodiode, or a processor executing program code (stored on
a computer readable storage medium) which causes the pro-
cessor to determine a compensated signal indicative of the
concentration of an analyte gas within the gas sample receiv-
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ing chamber taking into account the photodiode output signal,
the measured parameter related to the temperature of the LED
and the measured parameter related to the temperature of the
photodiode.

The compensation module is preferably operable to take
into account stored calibration data concerning the variation
in photodiode output signal with a parameter related to LED
temperature and (independently) with a parameter related to
photodiode temperature. The stored calibration data may be,
or be derived from, photodiode calibration data and LED
calibration data obtained by the method of the first aspect of
the invention. Where the stored calibration data is or com-
prises a parameter of an algorithm, the compensation module
is typically operable to (e.g. configured to or programmed to)
calculate at least one algorithm taking into account the or each
stored parameter. The stored parameter may be a scaling
factor and a said algorithm may be a multiplication. Prefer-
ably, the algorithm is non-linear. Some or all of the stored
parameters may be parameters of a polynomial, or other
function. The compensation module may take into account an
anticipated photodiode output signal at zero analyte gas con-
centration for a measured parameter related to photodiode
temperature and a measured parameter related to LED tem-
perature. Thus, the compensation module may be operable to
compensate for differences in the amplitude of the photo-
diode output signal for a given analyte gas concentration at
different temperatures of the LED and at different tempera-
tures of the photodiode.

The compensation module may compensate for differ-
ences in the ratio of photodiode output signal (e.g. current) for
a given analyte gas concentration to photodiode current for
zero analyte gas concentration with LED temperature (indi-
cated by the measured parameter related to LED tempera-
ture). Thus, it may be operable to output a signal indicative of
a first analyte gas concentration and a signal indicative of a
second analyte gas concentration in response to measurement
of a first photodiode output signal and a second photodiode
output signal, where the ratio of the first photodiode output
signal to the second photodiode output signal varies with
LED temperature (for at least a range of first and second
analyte gas concentrations and LED temperature).

In operation, the step of determining the compensated sig-
nal may comprise the step of multiplying the photodiode
output signal (e.g. photodiode current) by a compensation
factor dependent on the measured parameter related to pho-
todiode temperature. The step of determining the compen-
sated signal may then comprise the further step of determin-
ing the difference between the product of the photodiode
output signal and the compensation factor and a reference
value. The step of determining the compensated signal may
then comprise correcting the said difference taking into
account the LED calibration data. This step may comprise
making a non-linear correction for the parameter related to
LED temperature.

One skilled in the art will appreciate that the parameter
related to temperature of the LED and the parameter related to
the temperature of the photodiode could be measured by
measuring a parameter related to the temperature of one of the
LED and the photodiode and by measuring a parameter
related to the temperature difference between the LED and
the photodiode.

The LED, the photodiode and the gas sample receiving
chamber are configured so that light from the light emitting
diode passes through the gas sample receiving chamber, is
optionally reflected one or more times, onto the photodiode.
Thus, the concentration of a target gaseous analyte within the
gas sample receiving chamber can be determined from the
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attenuation of electromagnetic radiation within a wavelength
range measured by the photodiode.

Typically, the sensitivity of the photodiode signal to
received light is not substantially sensitive to the wavelength
of the received light, at least in a wavelength band within
which the peak output light intensity of the LED varies in an
operating temperature range of the optical absorption gas
Sensor.

The LED and the photodiode may be formed in semicon-
ductors with the same substrate and/or epilayer composition
and structure, typically with different doping. The LED and
the photodiode may be formed from indium aluminium anti-
monide material ((In, )AL _Sb), grown on a gallium arsenide
(GaAs) substrate.

The light emitting diode and photodiode may each be
formed from a narrow band gap III-V material indium alu-
minium antimonide material ((In, ,)Al Sb), grown on a gal-
lium arsenide (GaAs) substrate, the doping of which is chosen
to tune the band gap to cause the light emitting diode to emit
light of a narrow wavelength range corresponding to a wave-
length at which the intended analyte (e.g. gaseous carbon
dioxide) absorbs strongly. The formation of suitable light
emitting diodes and photodiodes are disclosed in EP 0 864
180, EP 0992 094, and in Haigh, M. K. etal., Applied Physics
Letters, vol. 90, 231116 (2007), the contents of each of these
documents being incorporated herein by virtue of this refer-
ence.

Optional features described above in relation to the first or
second aspect of the invention are optional feature of both the
first and second aspects of the invention.

In athird aspect, the invention extends to an optical absorp-
tion gas sensor comprising a gas sample receiving chamber, a
light emitting diode (LED) and a photodiode operable to
output a photodiode output signal (typically a current)
responsive to light incident on the photodiode from the LED
after passing through the gas sample receiving chamber, an
LED temperature measurement device to measure a param-
eter related to the temperature of the LED, a photodiode
temperature measurement device to measure a parameter
related to the temperature of the photodiode, and a compen-
sation module operable to output a compensated signal taking
into account stored calibration data, wherein the stored cali-
bration data was obtained by the method of the first aspect of
the invention. The stored calibration data is typically stored in
a memory, such as a PROM, EPROM or EEPROM.

The invention extends in a fourth aspect to an optical
absorption gas sensor for detecting an analyte gas, the sensor
comprising a gas sample receiving chamber, a light source
(e.g. a light emitting diode) and a photosensor (e.g. a photo-
diode) operable to generate an output signal (e.g. a current)
sensitive to the amount of light received by the photosensor,
wherein the inward wall of the gas sample receiving chamber
is reflective and defines a first compound parabolic collector
having the light source therein and a second compound para-
bolic collector having the photosensor therein, opposite the
first compound parabolic collector.

Typically, the first and second compound parabolic collec-
tors intersect. Thus, substantially all, or all, of the inward
walls of the gas sample receiving chamber may be defined by
the two opposite intersecting compound parabolic collectors.
Typically, the inward wall of the gas sample receiving cham-
ber is rotationally symmetric extending around and axis
extending from the light source to the photosensor. Thus, the
gas sample receiving chamber is typically elongate and
straight.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

An example embodiment of the present invention will now
be illustrated with reference to the following Figures in
which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an optical absorption gas
sensor according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a graph of photodiode signal at different gas
concentrations, at each of four different temperatures;

FIG. 3 is a graph of photodiode signal compensated for
photodiode temperature;

FIG. 4 is a graph of compensated output signal (reported
gas concentration) after compensation for both photodiode
temperature and LED temperature;

FIG. 5 is a cross-section through the optical path of a first
optical absorption gas sensor; and

FIG. 6 is a cross-section through the optical path of a
second optical absorption gas sensor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENT

With reference to FIG. 1, an optical absorption gas sensor
1 has a body 2 defining a gas sample chamber 4, into which a
gas sample can pass by diffusion through one or more aper-
tures 6. A light emitting diode 8 functions as a light source,
and is driven by an LED driving circuit 10. A photodiode 12
functions as a photosensor, and has an output current depen-
dent on the light which falls on the photodiode junction. The
current from the photodiode is amplified and processed by a
control and compensation circuit 14 including a microcon-
troller, which provides a compensated signal through an out-
put 16 which is related to the concentration of analyte gas in
the gas sample chamber.

The gas sample chamber may have any of a large number of
configurations known to those skilled in the art, and typically
includes a reflective inner surface, so that light from the LED
may be reflected one or more times between the LED and a
photodiode. An example configuration is illustrated in FIG. 5
or 6 and discussed further below. The LED and photodiode
may be located adjacent to each other, or further apart. The
optical arrangement is selected so that the attenuation of light
within a wavelength characteristic of a target analyte affects
the current from the photodiode. Thus, the LED may have a
defined range of output wavelengths (albeit sensitive to tem-
perature), the photodiode may be sensitive to a defined range
of output wavelengths and/or a wavelength band pass filter
may be provided.

The LED driving circuit includes a temperature sensing
circuit 18. The temperature sensing circuit determines the
temperature of the LED photodiode by measuring the for-
ward voltage, V; across the LED and a photodiode respec-
tively. Suitable circuits for determining temperature by mea-
suring the forward voltage are disclosed in WO 2009/019467
(Gas Sensing Solutions Limited). A thermistor 20 is mounted
to the photodiode to enable measurement of the temperature
of the photodiode. Other components which are sensitive to
temperature could be employed, for example a resistance
wire (e.g. platinum wire) or a thermocouple. The temperature
of the photodiode could also be determined from its forward
voltage, V.

The control and compensation circuit includes a memory
22 storing two lookup tables. The first stores a compensation
factor A, for each of a plurality of photodiode temperatures.
The second stores one or more compensation values B, for
each of a plurality of LED temperatures. A and B were cal-
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culated and stored during a calibration step when the sensor
was manufactured, which is discussed further below

Inuse, the control and compensation circuit determines the
gas concentration from the measured photodiode current,
measured LED temperature and measured photodiode tem-
perature, by the following procedure. The value of compen-
sation factor A associated with the measured photodiode tem-
perature is obtained, either by directly employing a value
stored in the first lookup table or by interpolating between
values stored for a temperature above and below the measured
photodiode temperature. The photodiode current, S, is then
multiplied by A. This gives a signal which is independent of
photodiode temperature but which is affected by the presence
of' the target analyte gas. This temperature compensated sig-
nal level, SxA, is then compared with the signal level
expected when no target gas is present (typically the magni-
tude of the values of A were calculated taking into account
this predetermined product of photodiode current and A when
no target gas is present) and the difference, D, is calculated. D
is indicative of absorption by analyte.

The measured LED temperature is then used to look up one
or more compensation values B. Again, if there is not a value
or values of B for the precise measured LED temperature, B
is obtained by interpolation between values of B for higher
and lower temperatures. In some embodiments, B is a scaling
factor, and the sensor outputs DxB as a compensated output
signal, C. In other embodiments, the values of B are coeffi-
cients of a non-linear function. In one embodiment, there are
several values of B, which are coefficients of a 57 order
polynomial which is calculated thereby giving a compensated
output signal which is a multiple of D that is a non-linear
function of temperature. Where a 5” order polynomial (or
other algorithm) is employed, the parameters of the equation
(coefficients in the case of a polynomial) can be individually
obtained by interpolation, or, potentially more accurately, the
algorithm can be calculated at each of two different tempera-
tures, comprising at least one above and at least one below the
measured LED and the resulting values used in interpolation.
In a further embodiment, the values of B are values of a
lookup table of measured gas concentration versus absorption
D for a respective LED temperature. In an example embodi-
ment, 27 lookup tables are provided, one for each of 27
different measured LED temperatures, each of which relates
D to gas concentration. If the measured LED temperature is
not the same as one of the temperatures for which a lookup
table is provided, the gas concentration (functioning as the
compensated signal) is determined by interpolation between
tables for higher and lower temperature.

Thus, the output signal is derived from the measured pho-
todiode current, but compensated for both photodiode tem-
perature and LED temperature. As the compensation for LED
temperature can be non-linear, the compensation for LED
temperature can take into account effects arising from
changes in the spectrum of light output by the LED, rather
than simply a change in the amount of light output by the
LED.

The data stored in the lookup table is written to the memory
after a calibration procedure when the sensor is first manu-
factured. The sensor is assembled, with the LED and photo-
diode mounted within the sensor, either in or adjacent the gas
sample receiving chamber, so that at least the optical pathway,
and typically the entire gas sensor, has already been
assembled before calibration begins.

A first calibration gas including only a negligible concen-
tration of the target analyte which the sensor is designed to
detect, is introduced to the gas sensor. It diffuses into the gas
sample receiving chamber. The gas sensor is powered up, the
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light emitting diode emits light, and measurements are taken
of the photodiode output current. The temperature is varied
across a selected range of temperatures, and the response of
the photodiode output current to temperature is thereby mea-
sured. The sensor is exposed to a second calibration gas which
includes a defined concentration of the target analyte. Once
the second calibration gas has equilibrated within the gas
sample receiving chamber, the temperature is again varied
across a selected range of temperatures, and the response of
the photodiode output current to temperature, in the presence
of the second calibration gas, is thereby measured. This pro-
cedure is repeated, for example, employing four or five cali-
bration gases having different concentrations of analyte gas.

The response of the photodiode output current to tempera-
ture when no analyte gas is present is a function of the change
in the amount of current produced per unit light incident on
the photodiode with temperature. Thus, the values of A can be
determined from the response of the photodiode output cur-
rent with temperature at substantially zero analyte gas con-
centration.

The values of B are determined from the response of the
photodiode output current with LED temperature obtained at
each of the several calibration gas concentrations. In some
embodiments, the photodiode signal S is multiplied by the
value of A calculated for the current photodiode temperature,
and this is compared with the signal level expected when no
target gas is present and the difference, D, calculated as dur-
ing subsequent operation of the device. The value or values of
B which would lead to C being correctly calculated are then
determined and stored in a lookup table for the applicable
LED temperature and analyte gas concentration. In some
embodiments, where the values of B are coefficient of a
polynomial, the value of B which cause the polynomial to best
fit the correction output signals, C, are calculated and stored.

Thus, the resulting sensor can compensate for both the
effect of photodiode temperature on the sensitivity of the
photodiode and the non-linear effect of LED temperature on
the wavelength profile of light emitted by the LED.

In some embodiments, the actual temperature of the LED
and the photodiode is never calculated as such. Instead, other
measured properties related to the temperature of the LED
and/or photodiode are used as proxies. For example, the for-
ward voltage across the LED is a property related to the
temperature of the LED and in some embodiments, the for-
ward voltage is measured and values B are stored for each of
a number of values of the forward voltage. Thus, the forward
voltage across the LED is used as a proxy for LED tempera-
ture during calibration and operation. Similarly, the current
from the thermistor can be used as a proxy for photodiode
temperature during calibration and operation as itis related to
the temperature ofthe photodiode. In this case, values of A are
stored for each of a plurality of values of the current through
the thermistor and are looked up during operation based on
the measured current through the thermistor.

FIGS. 2 through 4 illustrate experimental data from an
example embodiment. FIG. 2 shows the photodiode output
signal on an arbitrary linear scale (Y-axis) versus time
(X-axis) at a zero concentration of an analyte gas (CO, in this
example) then four different non-zero gas concentrations,
repeated at the same gas concentrations, in the same order, at
each of four different temperatures. The same data, after
compensation for photodiode temperature (SxA) is illus-
trated in FIG. 3, and the reported gas concentration signal, C,
after further compensation for LED temperature, is illustrated
in FIG. 4.

By providing a sensor having an output which is compen-
sated for LED temperature and, independently, photodiode
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temperature, the LED and photodiode may be further apart
than would otherwise be possible. For example, a first gas
sensor was simulated having an optical pathway shown in
cross-section in FIG. 5. The proportion of light emitted by the
LED received at the photodiode was 59.6% assuming the
waveguide is coated with a high-quality gold coating, and
23.7% assuming the waveguide is coated with a low-quality
gold coating. However, when a gas sensor was simulated
having an optical pathway as shown in cross-section in FIG.
6, the proportion of light emitted by the LED and received at
the photodiode was 82.8% (high-quality gold coating) or
62.1% (low-quality gold coating). Thus, by removing the
constraint that the LED and photodiode must be close
together, to remain at substantially the same temperature,
there is greater freedom for the optical design of the sensor,
allowing a higher efficiency (maximum proportion of emitted
light received at the photodiode), or lower-quality and there-
fore lower cost reflective coatings to be employed for the
same sensitivity.

The waveguide of FIG. 6 is formed from two opposed
compound parabolic collectors, which face each other. In this
arrangement, the majority of light is reflected only two to four
times, once or twice on each parabolic collector. As demon-
strated by the proportions quoted above of light emitted by the
LED reaching the photodiode, this provides an efficient con-
figuration for a waveguide in an optical gas sensor.

The optical gas sensor may be adapted to detect an analyte
such as carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, methane, water
vapour (to measure humidity) etc. by selecting the LED and
photodiode to generate and detect light specifically at one or
more wavelengths where the analyte gases absorb strongly.

Further variations and modifications may be made within
the scope of the invention herein disclosed.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of calibrating an optical absorption gas sensor
for detecting an analyte gas, the sensor comprising a gas
sample receiving chamber, a light emitting diode (LED) and
a photodiode having an output signal sensitive to the amount
of light received by the photodiode, the method comprising
measuring the photodiode output signal at a first concentra-
tion and a different second concentration of the analyte gas
within the gas sample receiving chamber, and thereby deter-
mining photodiode calibration data and determining LED
calibration data based on the measured photodiode output
signal at the first concentration and the different second con-
centration of the analyte gas within the gas sample receiving
chamber.

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the method
further comprises making measurements of the output signal
atarange of temperatures, at the first concentration of analyte
gas within the gas sample receiving chamber.

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein the LED cali-
bration data is derived from at least one measurement of the
output signal at the first concentration of analyte gas within
the gas sample receiving chamber and at least one measure-
ment of the output signal at the second concentration of
analyte gas within the gas sample receiving chamber.

4. A method according to claim 1, wherein the method
comprises making measurements of the output signal at a
range of temperatures, at the second concentration of analyte
gas within the gas sample receiving chamber.

5. A method according to claim 4, wherein the photodiode
calibration data is substantially or entirely independent of the
variation in the output signal at a range of temperatures mea-
sured at the second concentration of analyte gas within the gas
sample receiving chamber.
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6. A method according to claim 1, wherein the first con-
centration of analyte gas is negligible.

7. A method according to claim 1, wherein the method
comprises making measurements of the output signal at least
three concentrations of analyte gas within the gas sample
receiving chamber, and at at least three different tempera-
tures.

8. A method according to claim 1, wherein a parameter
related to the temperature of the LED is determined by mea-
suring forward voltage, V., of the LED.

9. A method according to claim 1, wherein the LED cali-
bration data and the photodiode calibration data are stored in
memory within the optical absorption gas sensor.

10. A method according to claim 1, wherein the LED
calibration data comprises parameters of a non-linear algo-
rithm.

11. A method of operating an optical absorption gas sensor
calibrated by the method of claim 1, comprising measuring
the photodiode output signal, a parameter related to the tem-
perature of the LED and a parameter related to the tempera-
ture of the photodiode and determining a compensated signal
representative of the concentration of the analyte gas in the
gas sample receiving chamber taking into account each of the
measured photodiode output signal, the measured parameter
related to the temperature of the LED, the measured param-
eter related to the temperature of the photodiode, the LED
calibration data and the photodiode calibration data.

12. A method of operating an optical absorption gas sensor
according to claim 11, wherein the compensated signal is
compensated for the temperature of the LED and the tempera-
ture of the photodiode.

13. A method of operating an optical absorption gas sensor
according to claim 11, wherein the step of determining the
compensated signal comprises the step of multiplying the
photodiode output signal by a compensation factor dependent
on the measured parameter related to the temperature of the
photodiode.

14. A method of operating an optical absorption gas sensor
according to claim 13, wherein the step of determining the
compensated signal further comprises the step of determining
the difference between the product of the photodiode output

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

14

signal and the compensation factor and a reference value, and
then correcting the said difference taking into account the
LED calibration data.

15. A method of operating an optical absorption gas sensor
according to claim 11, comprising the step of making a non-
linear correction for LED temperature.

16. A method of measuring the concentration of an analyte
gas comprising forming an optical absorption gas sensor, the
sensor comprising a gas sample receiving chamber, a light
emitting diode (LED) and a photodiode operable to output a
photodiode output signal responsive to light incident on the
photodiode from the LED after passing through the gas
sample receiving chamber, an LED temperature measure-
ment device to measure a parameter related to the temperature
of'the LED, a photodiode temperature measurement device to
measure a parameter related to the temperature of the photo-
diode, and memory, the method comprising calibrating the
sensor by a method according to claim 1, storing the LED
calibration data and the photodiode calibration data, or data
derived therefrom, in the memory, and subsequently measur-
ing the photodiode output signal, the parameter related to the
temperature of the LED and the parameter related to the
temperature of the photodiode, and calculating the concen-
tration of the analyte gas taking into account the said data
stored in the memory, the photodiode output signal, the mea-
sured parameter related to the temperature of the LED and the
measured parameter related to the temperature of the photo-
diode.

17. An optical absorption gas sensor comprising a gas
sample receiving chamber, a light emitting diode (LED) and
a photodiode operable to output a photodiode output signal
responsive to light incident on the photodiode from the LED
after passing through the gas sample receiving chamber, an
LED temperature measurement device to measure a param-
eter related to the temperature of the LED, a photodiode
temperature measurement device to measure a parameter
related to the temperature of the photodiode, and a compen-
sation module operable to output a compensated signal taking
into account stored calibration data, wherein the stored cali-
bration data was obtained by the method of claim 1.
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